Albury CofE VA Primary School, School’s information report2016/2017
All Hertfordshire maintained schools have a similar approach to meeting the
needs of pupils with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND). They
are supported by the Local Authority to ensure that all pupils, regardless of
their specific needs, make the best possible progress in school. Schools aim to
be inclusive, with the needs of SEND pupils being met in a mainstream setting
wherever possible, if families wish this to happen. Please use the following
questions and answers below to understand how children with SEND can be
catered for at Albury Cofe VA Primary School. Should you have any questions
please speak to the SENCO or Head-teacher for further advice.
For further information please see the proposed Hertfordshire Local Offerhttp://www.hertsdirect.org/services/healthsoc/childfam/specialneeds/

How does the school know if the children need extra help and what should I
do if I think my child has SEN?


The new Special Education Needs Code of Practice 2014 gives a clear
definition of what is now classed as a Special Educational Need.

“A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability
which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her.”


Class teachers at Albury School monitor children’s progress regularly and
should be the first port of call if you feel your child may need more
support in school. They will also discuss your child’s progress with you at
parent consultation evenings which take place in the Spring and Summer
terms.



Class teachers are also available to book formal or informal meetings with
parents to discuss their children further if it is needed. It should be
remembered that the class teachers know the children well and are
constantly making assessments about your child’s progress. However, we
welcome parental input as we aim to build positive relationships with our
parents.



The Special Educational Needs co-ordinator (SENCO) may also assist in
discussions about your children’s progress as they also monitor children’s

progress throughout the school to help make decisions in regards to
children’s SEND.

How will the school staff support my child?


All members of staff at Albury work together to ensure that all children
are given the support that they require throughout their time with us.



Class teachers provide quality first teaching to ensure that children
progress at the correct rate for their age.



If children are highlighted as having a Special Educational Need the class
teacher may be given advice and support from the SENCO or other
external agencies to aid that child as far as possible.



Support staff are trained to run small group work sessions.



The SENCO will monitor the progress of children who have a Special
Educational Need to ensure these children are supported in the classroom
in the best possible way.



The Head-teacher is involved in discussions with the SENCO and is kept
updated about progress made by all children.



The governors support the SENCO with decisions and help the headteacher to monitor progress throughout the whole school.



We also maintain close relationships with the parents or carers of our
children, especially those with SEN, and together make decisions about
how best we can support their children at school.

How will I know how my child is doing?


Parents should attend parent’s consultation meetings but may also seek
consultation at other points in the year.



Parents should ideally make initial contact with the Class Teacher who will
be able to give them an up to date assessment of how their child is doing
in school.



Parents will also receive a School Report once a year. At Albury School
this should be received in the Spring Term for children in Years 1 to 6
and in the Summer Term for Nursery and Reception children.



If your child has a Special Educational Need or needs to be given more
support in the classroom then they may be given an Individual Education
Plan (IEP). This is a document produced in discussion with the child and
the parents in order to establish a set of targets to be worked on at
home and at school that will help a child to progress. You will be notified
if the Class Teacher or SENCO would like your child to be given one of
these.

How will the learning and development provision be matched to my child’s
needs?


The Class teachers use regular informal as well as some formal
assessments to decide upon the provision that may need to be given to
the children in their classes. They ensure that their lessons are
differentiated in order to best teach the children in their classes.



Children are given suitable resources to use within lessons to ensure that
they grasp and consolidate new concepts as they are taught.

What support will there be for my child’s overall wellbeing?


Children at Albury School are active in expressing their opinions on things
that happen in school and are regularly asked to take part in pupil voice
activities.



Children are taught to understand the feelings of others in PSHE lessons
and learn how to express theirs to a key adult within the school.



Children are invited to take part in wider outcome initiatives such as
extra-curricular after school clubs run by teachers and external
agencies.



The school also teaches the idea of maintaining positive relationships
between children as well as between parents and members of staff.

What training have the staff, supporting children with SEND had or are
having?


Members of staff attend regular training courses to ensure that they are
kept up to date with new ideas and concepts relating to education.



Individual teachers and support staff attend training courses run by
outside agencies that are relevant to the needs of specific children in
their classes.



Staff attend courses run by local advice agencies to ensure that the
correct support is given to those who need it.



The SENCO at school will be studying the National Award of Special
Educational Needs Co-ordination to give support to all members of staff
and to monitor SEND throughout the school.

What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the
school?


Within our school we aim to cater for children’s individual needs as far as
possible.



The class teacher’s first port of call is the SENCO who can give advice
and share expertise with other members of staff. If this is not possible
then the SENCO may need to seek advice from outside agencies. These
can be split into two categories- Education and Health.



For education the SENCO will seek advice from an Educational
Psychologist and for Health concerns the School Nurse will be the first
port of call.

How will you help me to support my child’s learning?


Parents may be able to seek out support from the class teacher so that
they may best provide ways to help support your child with learning at
home.



The school offers several meetings a year for parents to come in to learn
a little more about some of the more modern methods of teaching,

especially in maths and phonics to help with early reading skills. This
should also enable parents to help their children with homework.


Other parenting courses may also be held at the request of parents.



The school will also be able to help put you in touch with a family worker
should it be required and also has connections with the Learners
Community Library at Herts and Essex hospital which may also be able to
give you further advice.

How will I be involved in discussions about planning for my child’s education?


Parents will be invited to attend parent consultation evenings where their
children’s progress will be discussed with the class teacher. If you have
any other concerns you may speak to your child’s class teacher as they
should be your first port of call. They may then pass on information to
the SENCO should they require greater support in the classroom.



IEP’s- If you child requires an IEP the class teacher or SENCO will need
to meet with you to agree and explain the targets that have been set.
Parents will also be expected to support their child with targets for home
too.



If your child has a severe Special Educational Need they may need to go
through a process where an Educational Health Care Plan is put in place
for them. If this is necessary the SENCO will have in-depth consultations
with you throughout the process. Some children may already have one of
these in place or may have a Statement. In order to make sure that these
are kept up to date the SENCO will meet with you several times a year to
make sure that targets are being met and that children are progressing
within school.

How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including
school trips?


We aim to involve all children in all things that we do inside and outside of
school. If your child has a specific learning difficulty that prevents this
from happening the school will liaison with you to decide how reasonable
arrangements can be made dependent on your child’s needs.



Suitable risk assessments will be carried out where appropriate to
calculate the amount of risk for all children.

How accessible is the school environment?


All Hertfordshire schools will comply with the Equality Act of 2012 and
will make reasonable adjustments for children so that the site is as
accessible for all as far as possible.

Who can I contact for further information?


The Class teacher is always the first port of call but may then need to
refer you to the SENCO or Head-teacher who may be able to give you
further information or advice.



The SEND Governor is also available to be contacted through the SENCO.



Should greater support be needed the SENCO can also put you in touch
with the SEN officer from county.

How will the school prepare and support my child to join the school,
transfer to a new school or the next stage of education and life?
We recognise that transitions can be difficult for a child with SEND and
take steps to ensure that any transition is a smooth as possible.





If your child is moving to another school:
o We will contact the school SENCO and ensure he/she knows
about any special arrangements or support that need to be made
for your child.
o We will make sure that all records about your child are passed
on as soon as possible.



When moving classes in school:
o Information will be passed on to the new class teacher IN
ADVANCE and in most cases, a planning meeting will take place
with the new teacher. All IEP’s will be shared with the new
teacher.
o If your child would be helped by a book to support them
understand moving on then it will be made available for them.



In Year 6:
o Your child will do focused learning about aspects of transition to
support their understanding of the changes ahead.
o Where possible your child will visit their new school on several
occasions and in some cases staff from the new school will visit
your child in this school.

How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s Special
Educational Needs?




The school budget is decided each year by the Head-teacher and the
Governors and this takes into account those children with SEND.
Within the budgetary constraints support is allocated according to the
level of need throughout the school.
Additional funding can also be applied for using High Needs Funding
procedures in exceptional circumstances for individuals or groups of
children. The SENCO will make contact with you if it is necessary for us
to apply for this.

How is the decision made about how much support my child will receive?





The decision about the amount of support a child will receive will be made
in consultation with the class teacher, parent and the SENCO.
Parents will be invited to regular meetings where updates can be given on
children’s progress as well as to discuss the provision that children may
require.
It is to be remembered that we also want to teach children how to foster
their own independence for learning.

